
January 19, 2023 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Bommersbach called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners 

were present.  Pat Pfund of the Norman County Index was also in attendance.   

Chairman Bommersbach asked if everyone had received their agenda, either electronically or in print, and if so, 

were there any additions or deletions.  A/T Hanson noted that she had received notification from Sarah Kjono, 

Public Health Director, that she would not be at the meeting as she was home with a sick child.   

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with the deletion of Sarah Kjono at the 10:15 a.m. 

time slot.  Commissioner Lee seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Bommersbach then asked if everyone had read the minutes of the Truth in Taxation meeting held 

December 9, 2022, and if someone would like to make a motion to approve the minutes.  Commissioner Lee made 

a motion to approve the minutes of the Truth In Taxation meeting.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Bommersbach then asked if anyone would like to make a motion on the approval of the minutes of the 

December 15th meeting.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Bommersbach then asked if everyone had read the minutes of the December 28th meeting and if 

someone would want to make a motion to approve.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of 

the December 28th meeting as submitted.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

The next item brought forward by Chairman Bommersbach was the minutes of the January 3rd meeting.  

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 3rd meeting as submitted.    

Commissioner Lee seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item of business was the reappointment of Stacy Erickson as County Recorder.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve CR-01-19-2023-1 A Resolution to Reappoint County Recorder; 

being Stacy Erickson who had been appointed on October 15, 2020, following the resignation of Kari Aanenson and 

the County changing the Recorder position to an appointed position from an elected position.  Commissioner 

Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 ayes and 0 nays.  The resolution was adopted 

and a copy is on file in the A/T Office.   

The next item of business was the reappointment of Donna J. Hanson as County Auditor-Treasurer, following her 

appointment to the Auditor-Treasurer position following the change by Norman County from an elected Auditor-

Treasurer to an appointed Auditor-Treasurer in August of 2021.  Commissioner Lee made a motion to adopt CR 01-

19-2023-2 A Resolution to Reappoint County Auditor-Treasurer.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on 

roll call vote there were 5 ayes and 0 nays.  The resolution was adopted unanimously and a copy is on file in the 

A/T Office.   

County Attorney, Elizabeth Brainard, was asked to swear in the newly reappointed County Recorder and County 

Auditor-Treasurer.  Ms. Erickson and Ms. Hanson took the Oath of Office, and they will be recorded and kept on 

file.   

At 9:25 a.m. Lori Thronson, Mark Christianson, and Emily Knutson of the Norman County Soil and Water 

Conservation District addressed the board with some updates to activity for the past year.  Mark Christianson, 

brought forward discussion on the 2022 County Feedlot Officer Annual Report, noting that there may be one 

feedlot in the county that may not be re-permitted as all of the larger feedlots in the state need to be re-

permitted.   

Mr. Christianson also noted that the East Norman Dairy Operation has submitted an application; however, their 

application is missing a number of things.  



Mr. Christianson also noted that he has been working with the buffer program in the county, and for the most part 

this has gone well to gain compliance, he would say they are in 95% compliance.   

Emily Knutson, who is serving as Norman County’s Ag Inspector addressed the board with an update for 2022, 

noting there was a grant from the Minnesota Department of Agriculture for noxious weed control, and noted that 

only the City of Halstad had applied.  She hopes that if there is another grant opportunity, she can get more 

participation within the county.  Ms. Knutson highlighted some of the activities that she has been doing, along with 

training she received when attending the MACAI Conference in Morton.  She noted that she has done seed 

sampling each spring, and has attended the ag related workshops in the county to reach out to farmers with 

regard to weed issues, etc.  She is always on the look out for noxious weeds when traveling the county roads in 

performance of her duties.   

Lori Thronson, noted that she appreciated working together with the county on projects and things seem to be 

working well.   

At 9:42 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board regarding a solid waste resolution to apply for a grant for 

Environmental Protection Agency SWIFR (Solid Waste Infrastructure for Recycling) Funding on behalf of six 

counties for recycling infrastructure.  Passage of the resolution is to endorse the cooperative application which 

Polk County would apply for on behalf of the six counties in NW Minnesota, including Beltrami, Clearwater, 

Hubbard, Mahnomen, Norman and Polk.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to adopt CR-01-19-2023-3 A 

Resolution Endorsing a Cooperative Grant Application for EPA SWIFR Funding for Recycling Infrastructure.  

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion to adopt CR-01-19-2023-3, and on roll call vote there were 5 ayes and 0 

nays.  The resolution was adopted unanimously, and a copy is on file in the A/T Office.  

The next item brought forward by Mr. Johanson, was a resolution endorsing SWIFR Funding for Solid Waste 

Infrastructure as part of a nine-county cooperative grant application, for a hub and spoke system, in the amount of 

4 million dollars.  Commissioner Lee made a motion to adopt CR-01-19-2023-4 A Resolution Endorsing a 

Cooperative Grant Application for EPA SWIFR Funding for Solid Waste Infrastructure.   Commissioner Jacobson 

seconded the motion to adopt the resolution and on roll call vote, there were 5 ayes and 0 nays.  The resolution 

was adopted unanimously and a copy is on file in the A/T Office.   

Mr. Johanson then addressed the need to approve a $1,300 cost share invoice for submitting the grant.  

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the cost share invoice.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

10:10 a.m.  Chief Deputy, Ben Fall, addressed the board with regard to a second part-time dispatcher position 

which he would like to offer a position at $22.00 per hour, and has had applications.  Commissioner Hall made a 

motion to allow for the hiring of 2 part-time dispatcher positions at $22.00 per hour.  Commissioner Gunderson 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

The next item brought forward by Deputy Fall was a request to allow the hiring of 2 part-time Sheriff’s Deputy’s 

due to lack of application for full-time positions, request to set pay at $30.00 per hour for these non-benefitted 

positions.  Deputy Fall noted that these will probably be filled by current deputies from another county who would 

be willing to pick up hours on their scheduled days off, in order to help out Norman County until we are able to 

hire full-time positions.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve advertising for two temporary part-time 

deputy positions at $30.00 per hour.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item Deputy Fall addressed the board with regard to was a request to advertise for a second full-time 

officer position.  Deputy Fall noted that they have had no applications for a full-time position, but he wants to have 

the opening posted so people are aware that we are looking for two full-time officers.  Commissioner Hall made a 

motion to advertise for a second full-time officer position.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

At 10:20 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach called for a short break before starting with the Highway Dept. agenda.   



At 10:30 a.m. Bob Ramstad, Supervisor of Infrastructure, addressed the board, noting that they have been busy 

with snow removal, have finally been able to work on some ridging, although this has been a bit difficult as the 

ground really isn’t frozen beneath the snow/ice pack.  This has created some issues in trying to do ridging as they 

have had some areas where they have become stuck.  They have been mainly focusing on the Twin Valley and 

Flom areas at this time with the ridging efforts.  Mr. Ramstad also noted that the snowblower has been working 

nicely on cleaning some areas back from the roadways.  He did note that they have two motor graders down at 

this time.  One with a solenoid and fuel pump issue (Hendrum area) and one with a shifting issue (Ada area).   

At 10:35 a.m. Attorney Brainard addressed the board with regard to the notice that each of the board members 

had been served with on January 18th stating that the Board of Commissioners shall meet to fill the vacancy of the 

Office of Sheriff of Norman County at its regular meeting on January 19, 2023 beginning at 9:00 a.m. at the 

Norman County Courthouse Boardroom.  Attorney Brainard stated that this may not have been necessary due to 

the fact that Norman County has had a Chief Deputy in place for many years, and the county could operate the 

Sheriff’s Office in that manner.  However, she wanted to have all the bases covered. 

Attorney Brainard then addressed the board noting that Sheriff Thornton was duly elected and sworn in on 

January 3rd at the hospital by Attorney Brainard.  A number of county residents had gathered in the county board 

room and Chairman Bommersbach addressed the gathering, stating that everyone would get a chance to speak if 

they so wished, however, this was a chance to state why or why not the board should appoint a new sheriff, or just 

continue to operate with the Chief Deputy performing the roles of the Sheriff.  This was not a session to air 

complaints or grievances against the Sheriff’s Department.  Chairman Bommersbach also asked that each 

individual provide their name and where they were from.  The first person to address the board was Tim Boe, Twin 

Valley, stating that he had run for Sheriff in 2022, and he would like the opportunity to serve as Sheriff, to serve 

and protect the citizens of Norman County.  Alecia Garcia of Halstad, spoke next and she began wanting to tell of 

her experiences with the Sheriff’s Office.  When she was reminded that this meeting was not for that purpose, and 

was asked to put her concerns in writing, she stated that she had and she guessed that they did not want to hear 

her story.  Mike Bangle of Twin Valley, noted that he would like people to get along, stating that he was not happy 

with the Sheriff’s race on both sides.  Chief Deputy Ben Fall, addressed the board stating that he would look for 

support and would appreciate the opportunity to serve Norman County as it’s Sheriff.  Myron Moteberg, Ada, 

stated he would encourage the Board of Commissioners to appoint the individual who has current experience, and 

Gene Thompson of Twin Valley noted that Tim Boe has a lot of education, and he was the only other name he saw 

on the ballot at the time of the election.  Pat Pfund, Ada, shared her experience with Mr. Boe on the campaign 

trail.  Ms. Pfund noted that Mr. Boe stated that he was running for Sheriff to restore integrity and honesty to the 

Sheriff’s Office, and yet he told her that County Attorney, James Brue, had been fired.  Matt Wagner, Ada, spoke 

on behalf of Ben Fall.   

At 11:00 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach noted that the board appreciated the input from residents of the county, 

and brought the discussion back to the commissioners.  Did they want to appoint a sheriff or continue operating 

under the chief deputy scenario?  Discussion centered around what would happen if something then happened to 

the Chief Deputy, what would the county have to do?   

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to appoint Benjamin Fall to the Norman County Sheriff’s position.  

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  County Attorney Brainard swore in newly 

appointed Norman County Sheriff, Benjamin Fall.   

Sheriff Fall then addressed the board with a request for a leave of absence without pay from his position of Deputy 

Sheriff for a period of no longer than the final day of the remainder of Sheriff Thornton’s term; such that it would 

allow reinstatement to his Deputy position if requested.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to grant the request of 

Sheriff Fall for a leave of absence without pay from his position of Deputy Sheriff for a period no longer than the 

final day of the elected term.  Commissioner Lee seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Attorney Brainard brought discussion forward on office space, noting that she would really like to have all office 

staff, equipment and files in the same space.  Chairman Bommersbach suggested the building committee work on 

this issue.   



Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to add County Attorney, Liz Brainard, to the Law Library Committee.  

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Attorney Brainard addressed the board with regard to the inherited budget she has, and noting that she is 

probably going to bust it.  Attorney Brainard also requested approval for mileage reimbursement for attending the 

MN County Attorney Association Conference in December in the Twin Cities.  Commissioner Lee made a motion to 

approve the mileage reimbursement.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

In addition to being County Attorney, Ms. Brainard noted that she has been informed that she is also serving as the 

Public Information Officer as well as the Data Practices Officer.   

Chairman Bommersbach then asked if the commissioners had been able to review the bills that had been 

submitted electronically.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the bills as submitted.   

Revenue - $ 59,653.76   Road & Bridge - $ 22,929.01  Building - $ 2,296.25 

Human Services - $ 12,750.90  County EDA - $ 1,068.42   Public Health - $3,628.35 

Solid Waste - $57,581.83   County Ditch - $10,850.00   County Homes - $680.00 

E-911 - $27,812.24   TOTAL - $ 199,250.76  

Commissioner Lee seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:40 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach recessed the meeting for lunch, to reconvene at 1:00 p.m. for HR 

Interviews.   

At 1:00 p.m. Chairman Bommersbach reconvened the meeting and turned the meeting over to CFO, David Stene to 

begin the interview process with the three individuals scheduled for the interviews for an HR Contractor, those 

being Brandi Deutsch, Amy Sip and Carrie Berglind.   

Each individual was allowed approximately 45 minutes for the interview process and following the last interview, 

Commissioner Jacobson asked if board members had any definite feelings toward one candidate or another.  After 

some discussion, the recommendation of the board was to direct Mr. Stene to contact Carrie Berglind to entertain 

a contract based on 30 hours per week.   

At 3:30 p.m. Chairman Bommersbach adjourned the meeting.   

 

   

_____________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Steve Bommersbach, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


